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Samsung Scholarship
for MBAs

Samsung Group has just announced a
financial aid opportunity for the
participants of Samsung-sponsored MBA
Program at the Sungkyunkwan University.

By assisting the participants Samsung
is hoping to nurture talents and obtain
future leaders for the company. The MBA
course will be taught by fully qualified
English-speaking professors of the
Samsung Graduate School of Business
(GSB) of the Sungkyunkwan University.
That school was recently launched by
Samsung in a strategic alliance with one of
the world’s top business schools – the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Sloan School of Management. All Samsung
GSB students will study at the MIT Sloan
School of Management for one semester.

The Samsung Group offers to cover all
educational expenses, among which are
tuition, admission and registration fees.
Moreover, each student in the program will
get a monthly scholarship of around USD
800. At the same time, after completing the
MBA, each program member will work for

See ESSAY, Page 5

Duke Fuqua: School
that Teaches Team
Spirit

By Yuri Kargin
Associate Dean, Pericles ABLE
Project

This issue focuses on one of the
youngest top-ranked B-schools in the US:
Duke University’s Fuqua School of
Business.  Located in the beautiful, tranquil
Smoky Mountains of North Carolina, the
Fuqua School’s attitude is anything but
quiet and tranquil.  In fact, it’s one of the
fastest rising B-schools in the U.S. In less
than 35 years after founding, Fuqua School
of Business at Duke University has become
one of the leaders in U.S. business
education.

The school is actually named after a
famed industrialist, philanthropist and

The Failing Essay: Or
How NOT to Get In

By Marian Dent
Dean, Pericles ABLE Project.

Every grad school “how to” guide that
you read has some section on essays that
worked.  They try to show you how, if you
emulate their magic formula, you too can
gain admission to the top B-schools.

Well, I decided to twist that advice, and
discuss, instead, essays that don’t work.
If you follow this advice, I promise you that
even your 720 GMAT score won’t get you
into business school.  Afterall, you would
really rather be on a beach somewhere that
cramped over the computer preparing a case
study, and there are much better
investments out there where you can blow
$50-100,000 bucks.  So pay careful attention
and you will soon find yourself having
these alternate opportunities.

Seriously though, this is an article on
what not to do, and how to avoid the killer
mistakes that will put you at the bottom of
the admissions pile.

Fox MBA Center-Duke University
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statesman, J. B. Fuqua, who granted the
school 20 million dollars in 1969, doubled
that a decade later, and still attends many
Duke MBA events.  It is really hard to
pronounce the name right from the first
time. As their web site takes pains to
emphasize, the right way to pronounce the
school’s name “is [few-kwa].  Whatever
you do, don’t say [foo-kwa] or (shudder)
any other mispronunciation.”

The school has about 1,350 persons
enrolled annually, but that figure’s a bit
misleading because students and alumni tell
us that, with the divisions of the campus
worldwide, the actual daytime, on-campus
program is a reasonable 300-400 students
in each entering class.  As a foreign student,
you will probably appreciate this small and
manageable size, which leads to increased
personal attention from professors and less
feeling of being lost in a crowd than you
might get at many bigger top ten schools.

Like any top business school, Fuqua
tells you that their core values are
teamwork, leadership, and achievement.
However, Fuqua also emphasizes ethical
principles and community involvement,
perhaps more than most. As part of that,
for example, starting in 1989, a team of Fuqua
students decided to raise money for the
North Carolina Special Olympics. They
invited their friends from other top B-
schools to what later became known as
“The Fuqua MBA Games” and evolved into
the largest student run event on campus.
Every Fuqua student can take part in the
annual Games, which include such contests
as swimming (in a business suit), hurling a
briefcase into the air for distance, and other

unique B-school sports. Involvement in the
Games, as well as other school events and
committees, provides a great opportunity to
create relationships with Fortune 500
companies, alumni, and local businesses that
sponsor the Games.  It’s also great fun.

Of course, if you are into more serious
sports, Duke University is the right place
for you too.  In particular, its varsity
basketball team is among the best in that
sport over the entire U.S.  Says Fuqua
graduate, Maxim Litvinov, “the basketball
is wonderful, as long as you are willing to
camp out overnight with your friends to get
a ticket.”

But back to academics, the professional
approach taken by the school is not overly
narrow. Unlike the finance powerhouses like
Wharton or the marketing think-tanks like
Kellogg, Fuqua does not want to make
tightly focused specialists in finance,
marketing or some other particular discipline.
Instead, Fuqua concentrates on general
management and then allows every student
to tailor the MBA to his own interests and
individual career goals using various course
offerings and student club involvement.
One way that many students choose to
tailor their degree is in lifesciences.  Duke
has the strongest healthcare and lifescience
electives of any top MBA programs.

North Carolina is not that close to the
financial and business centers of New York,
Chicago or L.A.  However, it is in one of the
major regions for the FMCG and healthcare
industries.  Looking at Fuqua’s hiring
figures, you see almost a quarter of the class
going into general management and
marketing with these types of companies.
The school has its finance and consulting
graduates of course, but not in as high
percentages as in more specialized schools.

But, Fuqua is clearly not just a regional
school.  According to their 2005 admissions
brochure, only 15% of its graduates stayed
in the Southeast.  27% went to the Northeast,
and 13% got international jobs.  In fact,
Duke is huge in the global business arena,
with several foreign campus programs and
the Global Academic Travel Experience
Program (GATE).  This interesting program
gives you a focused international business
course on campus, culminating in a two
week visit to the particular area of the world
in which your course concentrated.  Recent
courses visited Australia, New Zealand,
Southern Africa, and East Asia.  (Wow, and
you thought you were just going to see the
scenery of North Carolina!)

Always of key importance to Russian
applicants is the school’s career counseling
and job search facilities. The Career
Management Center (CMC) serves to
support each student’s development and
ideas about a career plan, working
individually to develop a strategy, job
search skills and networking opportunities.
Fuqua has long-standing relationship with
a number of domestic businesses and
multinationals, so its students have access
to very good opportunities available in the
global marketplace. However, says
Litvinov, as Russia is quite a specialized
location, Russian Duke graduates may
have to use international headhunters in
addition to the CMC if they plan to return
home after graduation.

The Russian connection among Fuqua
alumni is growing however.  Aika Jaxybai,
Duke Alumni Club Leader in Russia, is one
of the most active representatives among
those of any foreign business schools.  She
volunteers her time tirelessly, interviewing
applicants, meeting with other alumni, and
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guest lecturing for students.  Due to her
efforts and the efforts of several other Duke
alumni here, the Duke community is strong
in Russia, and likewise the chances of career
networking are also strong here.

The Fuqua School offers a variety of
innovative MBA programs to give maximum
flexibility to its students. There are actually
four ways to get an MBA from Fuqua. One
of them is a residential daytime program.  The
residential Duke MBA-Daytime program is
one of the top-rated in the world. The other
three are developed for executives, each
designed for a particular stage of life and
career:

The Cross Continent Program is a unique
20-month program for those with 3 to 9 years
of solid business experience. It combines
week-long residencies in the Duke
headquarters at Durham or on its campus in
Germany with Internet-enabled distance
learning from anywhere in the world.

The Global Executive Program was
designed for more experienced executives
with global responsibilities, and combines
traditional teaching with Internet-enabled
distance learning. The campuses located in
all parts of the world thus increase
understanding of global business.  (For
more information on the Global Executive
Program, see the boxed text on page 8.)

The Weekend Executive Program meets
alternate weekends on the U.S. campus in
North Carolina. The average work experience
of its participants amounts to over 11 years.
But of course, the only Russian
businesspeople likely to enroll in this
program are those with private jets.

Duke  Chapel
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The New TOEFL:
Preparing Students to
Succeed in the Real
World
By Ryan Hovey Ryan was Pericles Associate
Dean and teacher of TOEFL preparation
courses until this December, when he
returned to the US to pursue an MBA
degree.   He is still available for
consultation via email.  Please contact
info@pericles.ru for information on how
to get Ryan’s advice.

     If you are looking to study abroad,
you have probably heard rumors about the
New TOEFL.  To the worry of thousands of
would-be test takers around the world, the
rumors are true, and the new test promises
to add more challenge to the test taking
experience.  Along with this challenge also
comes opportunity for real academic
preparation.

     Originally, the TOEFL was just the
TOEFL, until ETS, the organization that
develops the TOEFL, decided to get
computer savvy.  ETS developed a version
of the test on computer, which became
known as the TOEFL CBT (computer-based-
test).  The old test was then referred to as
the TOEFL PBT, or paper-based-test.  Now,
with the advent of the internet and its use
in the testing process, ETS is proud to
promote the latest version of the test, the
TOEFL iBT, or internet-based-test.

     The PBT and CBT had a number of
weaknesses the iBT aims to correct.  First,

There’s a downside to executive
programs of course: they are expensive
tuitionwise and they require a lot of travel.
(Although, as Aika Jaxybai points out,  for
many applicants, the executive programs
are less in terms of lost wages and
opportunity costs.)  For those with more
modest budgets and the desire to stay in
one place, the daytime regular MBA
program in North Carolina is a better choice,
and the travel bug can be satisfied with the
above mentioned GATE program.   In fact,
Duke’s full time program is a great one for
those who are budget minded.  It has a
good price-quality ratio says Litvinov.  “In
North Carolina you can rent a three room
flat for the same price that you would pay
for a one room hovel in New York,” he
explained, and for students with a family,
there are excellent public schools where
your child can get a good and free
education.

But for all Duke MBAs’ excellent loan
programs are available.  Fuqua pioneered
the idea of no-cosigner, no-credit-history
loans for international students.  Students
in the Cross Continent Program can get up
to $60,000 in loans to defray the cost.  And
a recent Pericles student just admitted to
Fuqua’s day time program was pleased and
surprised to be offered very favorable
student loan terms upon acceptance.

For more information check the Duke
MBA website, www.fuqua.duke.edu.
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TOEFL
continued from Page 3
the PBT and CBT do not test speaking
ability.  As a result, many students who
have poor oral communication skills are still
able to do well on the test and get accepted
by a university.  These students find
themselves at a big disadvantage in their
first semester of study.  This is especially
true for MBA students, whose success
depends on orally communicating in the
classroom, in group work, and in interviews.
Pavel Marchenko, a Russian who holds of
an MBA from Michigan and an MA from
Harvard, recalls many Russian students
struggling with the intensive English
academic environment in their first semester
at Michigan Business School.  The Russian
students, he says, performed very poorly
in first-year internship interviews, which are
pivotal to landing a job after graduation.
ETS has added a speaking section to the
test that will force students to build these
communication skills before beginning
study.  The addition of this section will also
give universities a better tool with which to
gauge a foreign student’s ability to function
in an English speaking academic
environment.

Second, the PBT and CBT test formats
are geared more towards how much a
student knows about English, not
necessarily how proficiently a student can
actually use English in real world situations.
The Structure and Written Expression
section, which will not be on the new iBT
test, is one example of testing “know about”
instead of the ability to use the language.
This section requires only that students
recognize formal grammatical structures.  In
my TOEFL classes, it was not uncommon
to see a student excel on this section of the
test, and at the same time have great
difficulty performing even the most basic
listening and speaking tasks.  Furthermore,

TOEFL students would spend hours
studying grammar rules which will have little
use for them once at university in the US.
In contrast, the iBT focuses on testing a
student’s ability to use the language by
using integrated tasks.  Integrated tasks
incorporate different combinations of
listening, reading, speaking and writing into
one task, which will more accurately
simulate real-life situations.  The integrated
approach challenges the student’s ability
to use the language, in addition to testing
the student’s knowledge of vocabulary and
grammar.

ETS changed each section of the test to
utilize the integrated testing approach.  The
Reading Sections will include a glossary.
Vocabulary-haters however cannot rest
easy.  Test takers will still need a broad
vocabulary, as only a few select words can
be looked up in the glossary.  This feature
can also result in wasted time if not used
efficiently.  Unfortunately, the reading
passages will contain the same boring
subject matter, so the biggest challenge for
some will still be staying awake!  Passages
are reported to be slightly longer, averaging
700 words, and I did notice an increase in
the complexity of the passages.  Students
are, however, allowed to take notes.  There
are a few new question types such as those
requiring the test-taker to fill in a table or
paraphrase parts of the passage.  ETS claims
the new question types will challenge the
test taker’s ability to analyze the passage in
more depth than what is required on the
current versions of the test; but I noticed
no significant difference.

The listening section will also see some
changes, though not as significant as the
other sections.  Test takers will be very
happy to hear that note taking is again
allowed, but gone are the days of the “short
conversations.”  Both lectures and
discussions are significantly longer on the

new test, so test takers will need to use
those notes.  ETS claims to have
incorporated more realistic material, but it
may still seem out of context for students
pursuing an MBA or LLM, as the target
audience remains the 18-22 age group.
Different accents from England and
Australia will be mixed in as well,
eliminating the need for TOEFL students
to prepare with North American teachers
only.  Questions types are generally the
same, except fewer multi-choice questions
and more of the matching type.

The new writing section will include
two tasks instead of one.  The first task is
identical to the current test.   An additional,
integrated writing task will involve reading,
listening, and writing, and again, note
taking is allowed.  The new task, I feel, will
be a relief for many test takers, since material
to write about is provided.  Scoring will be
generally the same, and performed by
humans, most likely from North America.
The North American audience must,
therefore, be taken into account.

The biggest change and what will prove
to be the most stressful for test takers is
the new speaking section.  Of the six tasks
required in this section, the two
“independent tasks about familiar topics”
will, in my opinion, be the most difficult.
For these tasks, test takers will read a topic,
have 15 seconds to prepare, and then be
required to speak for 45 seconds.  This is
difficult in one’s own language, much less
a second or third language.  The other four
tasks are integrated.  Two require reading a
short passage, listening to a lecture based
on the passage, and then speaking about
what was read and heard.  The other two

continues .  .  .
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require listening to a lecture, and speaking
about the lecture.   Again, note taking is
allowed throughout the entire section, and
the humans will score this section of the
test.

The iBT will affect the test preparation
approach for both students and teachers.
Students will no longer be able to just cram
vocabulary and grammar rules to ensure a
good score on the test.  Instead, students
must now learn academic skills such as note
taking, efficiently using a glossary, and
speaking.  Speaking preparation is the
biggest change.  A test taker’s speaking
score will be based on delivery, language
use, and topic development.   Language use
simply tests one’s vocabulary and grammar
usage.  The other two categories however
are more complex. For delivery, a test taker
is expected to speak clearly, fluidly, and
sustained.  This will, regardless of one’s
level of English, be very difficult for those
who experience anxiety during tests, and
those who are more introverted.  On the
other hand, students who have inferior
English skills may score high simply
because they are confident.  A good score
on topic development requires “a clear
progression of ideas.”  A test taker versed
in the art of giving presentations will score
well, while a test taker who is fluent may
not score well if his thoughts are not well
organized.  As you can see, success is a
function of not only a test taker’s knowledge
of English, but also his ability to organize
thoughts and present them clearly.  This is
a difficult skill to master, regardless of
whether it is performed in one’s native
language or second language.  TOEFL
teachers will therefore need knowledge of
both effective communication and the
fundamentals of English.

Fortunately for test takers, teachers, and
ETS profits, there are a number of resources
already on the market.  ETS provides free
practice tests, as well as paid resources
such as LanguEdge CourseWare, TOEFL
Academic Speaking Test (TAST),
ScoreItNow!, and Criterion Online Writing
Evaluation.  These all provide good
assessments of a student’s level, but they
do not provide the learning tools needed to
build language and communication skills.
Teachers will therefore need to develop
programs to fill this need.  Unfortunately
for TOEFL takers, it may take some time for
educators to make the transition.

Now for the good news.  Contrary to
former announcements that the iBT will start
on September 1, ETS will not start to offer
the iBT in Russia until sometime in 2006!
So there is plenty of time to prepare.  For
those eager beavers, ETS is scheduled to

1)  The Machine Gun Essay

First and most importantly, if you really
want to fail in your essay, you should scan
your memory for every possible workplace
or personal success, and try to include at
least a line or two about every one of them.
When you look at yourself you see
numerous facets about your personality
and achievements.  You are not a one
dimensional person and you have had
many successes, so it’s only natural to
want to include a bit of everything.  Afterall,
you want to show the admissions
committee the whole picture about you,
don’t you?   Well, actually, no you don’t.

The above mentioned machine gun
approach to all your personality traits and
achievements is one of the most common
ways to write a failing essay.  When
confronted with numerous facts about you
the reader has a hard time getting a real
picture.  Think of it this way, if you try to
describe someone you have met a few
times and admire, it is probably pretty easy.
You can sum up the person’s most
important good qualities and highlight the
few achievements you know about.  But
when you try to do the same for an intimate
coworker, your spouse or best friend, it’s
much harder, because you are too close
and want to explain too much.  This is what
you are doing when you are writing the
machine gun essay.  Instead, try to look at
yourself as distant friends or colleagues
see you.   What is the big picture—the
theme—that you really want to present?

2)  The Suck-Up Essay

The next step to writing a failing essay
is to be sure to suck up to the admissions
committee.

Don’t forget to tell them how you have
always dreamed of going to their particular
grad school, and be sure to throw in a few
buzz words from the school’s website, and
mention the stimulating environment of X-
small town in the middle of nowhere where

ESSAY
continued from Page 1

announce the world implementation
schedule in November this year.

For more information about the new iBT
TOEFL, check online at www.toefl .org.

the school is located.  If you really want to
fail, it also helps to harp on name of a
professor you admire but whose books and
articles you haven’t actually read.

Seriously, having verbal orgasms over
the school only works if you really are
excited.  Have you gone to visit? Can you
be talk about comments from friends who
have gone there?  Are there some particular
programs you have read about that really
do interest you?  Go beyond the glib look
that the web gives you.   Admissions officers
get so many words from their websites spat
back at them that they practically have the
whole site memorized.  If you haven’t read
the professor’s book, well the problem is
that probably your interviewer has read it.
In short, faking enthusiasm is a bit like being
a prostitute faking sexual excitement—
somehow both parties know it isn’t quite
real love.

3)  The Fiction Novel

Another failing strategy:  Write your
essay like a best selling fiction novel.  In
other words, write what you know the
audience wants to read, even though it’s
not true.  They want to know about the
satisfaction you get from your charity work
feeding smelly homeless people at the soup
kitchen.  They want to read about how you
singlehandedly led the office football and
hockey teams to double victories on the
same day, how your ideas made your
company an extra $100 billion last year, and
the great personal satisfaction you get from
your job pouring over unintelligible reports
for 12 hours a day.

How stupid do you really think those
admissions officers are?  Afterall, they have
only spent years evaluating pages of
bullshit in applications, so why would you
think they can spot yours?

You are correct, the conventional
wisdom, and all the “how to” books advise
you to show the school your human side,
tell them about your charitable and sports
activities.  But these things only work if they
ring true.  Admissions officers can see
through faked charitable, sports or work
enthusiasms in a minute.  If they can’t tell it
from the essay, then they surely will find
out in the interview.  So if you don’t want to
fail, focus on the aspects the admissions
committee wants to hear ONLY when these
are truly key parts of your personality and
achievements.

3)  The Mystery Story

The fourth way to ensure your essay
fails is to write a mystery story—an essay
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SAMSUNG
continued from Page 1

Samsung in South Korea for 2 years and
then in Russia for the following 2 years,
which is a mandatory requirement.

Russian citizens may apply for the
program. The application deadline is March
15, 2005. However, if anybody sends in an
application after that date, the program
selection committee will do its best to
consider them.

In order to apply, one should meet the
following selection criteria:

- B.Sc. or M.Sc. in Marketing,
Economy, Finance, Management,
Banking, Accounting, International Law,
or Mathematics, Physics, and
Engineering;

- GMAT (Graduate Management
Admission Test) Certificate;

- TOEFL (Teaching of English as
Foreign Language) Certificate;

- Grade Point Average more than 4.5;
- Some working experience desirable;
- Reference letters.

For more information, please, visit http://
http://www.edu.samsung.ru/mba/

that twists and turns and doesn’t unveil the
plot until the very last line.   So what if the
application asks you a very specific
question?  Who cares.  In the mystery story
you don’t want to give them the answer but
want to hint around about it, not revealing
your plot until the very end.

For example, suppose the application
asks you to describe your career ambitions
in 500 words.  A good essay might start with
a straightforward, concrete and specific
statement such as “After receiving my MA
in finance from your university I would like
to work as a financial analyst in the Central
Bank of Russia’s Department of International
Finance.”   Boom.  It’s specific, concise and
businesslike.  It’s just what the admissions
committee wants.  Already the reader knows
who’s the victim and how the crime will be
committed, so all you have to do is elaborate
from there to explain why.

But mystery writers don’t use the above
approach.  The mystery writer instead starts
with something like “A degree at your
university offers a broad range of course
options and a diverse curriculum . . . good
theoretical basis . . . leverage my current work
experience . . . with learning from professors
who have financial expertise . . . taking
optional courses in finance . . . stay in the
big city . . . my prior university studies . . .
interesting opportunities for growth . . .
challenge.”   Toward the end of the essay
the mystery writer will finally admit that he
will probably seek work as an analyst at some
unnamed bank.

The mystery novel essay is often a poor
attempt to disguise the fact that the writer
doesn’t know the answer to the question.
Instead of putting in the intellectual strain
of thinking it through carefully, the mystery
writer lets the plot unfold as he writes.
Alternately, the mystery writer may
consciously plan to give the answer near
the end of the essay, thinking that this will
keep the reader engrossed in the plot, waiting
for the solution to unfold.  In either case, the
result is not the effect you want in an
application essay.

Think of it this way:  Have you ever read
a mystery book for the second time or seen
a mystery movie for the second time?  Did
you notice how much more detail you
understood that second time when you
already knew where the plot was headed?
We have all had that experience.  So if you
want the reader to really pay attention to
our words—as of course you do in an
application essay—you should answer to

the question first and then elaborate, rather
than saving the answer for the end.

4)  The Non-Failure Failure Essay

To end our discussion of the failure
essay, it’s fitting to discuss the essay about
failure.

Practically every business school
application, and many other grad school
applications, ask for some variation on the
essay about failure.  Some of the blunter
schools might ask you to describe your
weak points or to describe a failure in your
life.  The more subtle ones might say:
“Describe an occasion where teamwork at
your workplace broke down.” “Explain a
situation in which you did not reach your
goals.”  “Describe an area of your life where
you think you have room to do better.”
However the schools explain it though,
they are all trying to see how you overcome
failure.

Taking an MBA, J.D., LL.M. or other
graduate degree can be a stressful, life-
changing experience.   Not everyone
succeeds.  You can look at it like a step
pyramid—at each level higher, the number
of people who can fit on the pyramid gets
smaller, and some people drop off.  In
business school and law school
particularly, you are getting near the top of
that pyramid and their challenging mental
and physical demands are designed to see
how many people can stay on to the next
stage—an executive career.  So even if you
have been at the top of your class and the
top of your employment circle up to now,
graduate school should push you a lot to
stay there.   Those who do well in graduate
school are not those who face their first
failure while already there.  Instead, the
people who do well are those who have
learned, over their lifetimes, to cope with
challenge and even severe failures, and
who have learned to bounce back from
them.

The non-failure essay, however, doesn’t
understand that purpose.  The non-failure
essay is an attempt to show the school that
you don’t really have any weak points, and
never fail at anything.  So you decide to
write something like “I have a tendency to
push myself too hard and to demand a lot
of my team members,” or  “I tend to be too
much of a perfectionist.”   Come on, you
don’t really think these are failures.  Instead
you think that you can look humble while
only showing a “weakness” that the school
will really think is a strength.

Knowing the purpose of the essay,
however, you can see how the non-failure

essay will not help your admissions
application.

5)  Conclusion

I wish I had a dollar for every application
I have read that follows one of the above
mentioned failure techniques.  I would be a
rich woman by now and wouldn’t be writing
for this newsletter.

But, not wanting to retire just yet (and
not actually receiving the aforementioned
dollars) I would strongly advise you to
avoid the techniques above.  Don’t
machinegun your essays with thousands
of bullet-point achievements, don’t flatter
the admissions committee with false
complements, don’t lie, don’t hide the
answer to the questions, and don’t pretend
you have never found anything in life to be
difficult.  If you don’t do these things, then
chances are you also won’t be spending
next winter skiing and will instead be slaving
over books in a top university library.  I’ll
be thinking of you.

But in the mean time, if you need some
help on what TO write in those essays,
Pericles has several advisors ready to help
you.



Notes from the
Underground: Advice
from our students

This issue, we decided to reprint the
extensive and very useful comments of one
Pericles alumnus, Sergei Chugunov, on his
experiences with taking the TOEFL exam
in Moscow.  Sergei received a TOEFL
Score of 260 in late January of this year.
Thank you Sergei, for the helpful
information.

Sergei Chugunov

My TOEFL preparation started in July
2004. As a first step I took tutorials with a
private instructor twice a week until
November, when my Pericles course
started. While taking tutorials I have spent
a lot of time to repeat the grammar and
expand my vocabulary using Enterprise
Intermediate textbook and Macmillan
Dictionary for Advanced Learners. I would
advise that everyone install the latter on
their PCs. Of course, I had numerous
English tutors before, and worked for a
multinational. However, I am not an
alumnus of either a special language school
or a linguistic university.

Pericles was recommended by my former
colleagues who had passed TOEFL with
good grades, and are now students of
leading Western B-schools. I know that at
some TOEFL schools they spend more time
to repeat the rules of English. My advice
to anybody who wishes to take TOEFL is
to get 100% sure that your command of the
language is sufficiently good. Only after
that one can soundly choose between the
various prep schools. I should warn
everybody against repeating my mistake
of taking a GMAT prep course
simultaneously. GMAT is a more
complicated test that requires separate
preparation, and it is better to take the prep
course after one has passed TOEFL with a
good score.

At the best schools you will be trained
for taking the test with all of its specific
requirements. You will also practice test
taking and essay writing. The instructors,
however, suppose that you have a very
good command of the English language
and average or better vocabulary, can
sufficiently quickly read and write simple
texts, can understand the English language
while listening and express yourself freely,
although possibly with some errors. The
ability to speak is particularly important for
Pericles, where the teachers are native

speakers of English. The same ability will
also become a part of the new TOEFL test
replacing the old one later in the year.

Your independent work with the
textbooks and training CDs is even more
important than the prep courses
themselves. My choice of Pericles was
determined by the fact that Pericles employs
expatriate teachers who teach in English
(which has good implications for the
objectivity of essay checking), but also
because Pericles provides an opportunity
to repeat the course for free within one year
of completion, which is particularly
important given that the test format is going
to change soon.

As for the test itself, my
recommendations are as follows.

· Register for the test immediately
after you feel you are ready, since you will
have at least a month of time to refine your
knowledge and skills. It is better to register
by phone. A call to the Netherlands is
more effective than registering online: you
will know your test date and time
immediately and it is actually preferable to
provide your credit card information by
telephone. Some people told me the
payment for the test was written off their
credit card twice. The money will be
returned to the account in some time, but
it is better not to bear any risks. Spend
some time to spell your name and e-mail
address to which confirmation will be sent
and do not forget to find out the name of
the officer you talked to. I had to use the
possibility to postpone the test, since I
caught cold and decided not to risk. This
costs only $40 and the phone call to
Holland, which is better than paying $130
again for repeated registration. The
repeated test under those conditions
extends the time of waiting since the final
result will only be made available in three
weeks if you write your essay on a
computer, and even more time will be
required if you write it on paper. So do it
all once and for sure!

·   The testing in Moscow takes place in
a small room close to Oktyabrskaya metro
station. The test taking procedure is
arranged perfectly, so one has no reason
to worry about it. The only advice is to
call the testing center a couple of days
before the test to confirm registration. The
other must is to know by heart the exact
names of the four universities and/or
schools to which your score should be
sent (do not forget the names of states for
U.S. universities).

·   I regretted not having trained more on
my computer for the Listening section and

setting the loudness on the medium level.
The recording was played with some
noises, and someone who sat next to me
at the exam hit the keys with full force (he
must have been writing the GMAT essay).
I guess it is better to learn to hear and
remember what is said at greater loudness,
because the headphones are of almost no
help against the noise. In the other test
section I would recommend replacing them
with the special noise suppressing
headphones which are attached to every
desk – these are really of great use.

·   The Structure section surprised me
with twice less questions than expected
(20 instead of 40) and their high
complicacy.

·   If you are nervous, use your unlimited
‘computer acquaintance’ time at the
beginning of the test and each section to
the maximum extent. Try to soothe
yourself. Using the 5-minute break to rest
with maximum efficiency is an absolute
must: make some physical exercise, drink
some water, let your eyes rest, go to the
restroom.

·   Reading Comprehension, on the
contrary, surprised me with the ease of the
questions checking the knowledge of
synonyms and words. I find this type of
questions most difficult since the
vocabulary is always limited, and most of
my mistakes while I was preparing
belonged to this section

·   The essay was no surprise. A simple
topic and some effort to remember the
useful phrases and templates gave a good
and predictable result matching my usual
results at Pericles. The quicker you type
the better, as you have to invent and write
up five paragraphs (introduction, 3 main
parts and the conclusion, which is the total
of 12-15 sentences). It is advisable to learn
by heart all of the templates for the main
types of subjects as well as other useful
words and phrases. Please, write short
sentences and avoid complex
punctuation. Write down only those
words that you know how to spell and
avoid unknown words. After thinking on
a topic for 2 to 3 minutes, pursue the
following algorithm: first you write the
introduction, then you write the
conclusion, then write up the introductory
sentences for each of the paragraphs,
develop the topics and invent the
examples, and use the last two to three
minutes to check your text for grammar
and spelling errors. So first you write a
‘skeleton’ and then you ‘fill it up with
flesh’. This algorithm is effective when you
have limited time: you get a high score
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even if you had no time to make out the
examples as it happened in my case.
Forget your school compositions since
TOEFL tests are completely different:
other topics, time limits and your
vocabulary, the necessity to adduce
arguments and examples, simple and
logical essay structure.

I have a bad impression of the three
weeks of waiting and the vague system of
calculating the final score. After the test the
computer gave me the total range of 210-
263. I never thought that having 5.0 for the
essay I would get 260 final points given 12
points for grammar. It looks like the more
relative points one gets for each part of
Structure/Writing, the more will be one’s
total score for the entire section.
Unfortunately, I could not find an accurate
formula for counting the final scores.

Aika Jaxybai discusses Duke’s Global Executive MBA

I graduated from Duke’s Global Executive MBA program in 1998. I am happy that
I went to Duke and my enthusiasm only grows every day because of what I learnt
and what I am learning now. I think these three differentiating factors about the
GEMBA program, Fuqua and Duke: global, strategic, team-orientated are the key
ones for why I would choose Duke if I were to go to the business school again.

Global. Case material included many Asian, European, Latin American and even
Russian companies. In my class 36 students came from 17 different countries, out of
15 professors all had global teaching or consulting experience and about a third
were non-US. During the course of 5 terms we studied in 7 different countries and
on 4 continents where we met with business elite, politicians, statesmen, visited
large local and global companies and even had time to get a glimpse of local culture
and life. And this is true for all MBA and executive education programs that Fuqua
runs: truly global in every aspect taking the diversity to the next quality level.

Strategic. Course curriculum and study materials were all about the big picture.
My classmates were all senior executives responsible for multi-millions in money
and thousands in people who on average had 14 years of work experience. Our
professors are among the best in their respective fields in US and in the world, many
of them are renowned authors of books and expert consultants that work with the
big names in business and government. It all allowed us to poise over basics and
get down to the most complex issues that face global companies and organizations
today. Strategic approach of Duke and Fuqua’s management and administration is
also responsible for amazing results that Duke and Fuqua has achieved in the last 10
years: ratings went up dramatically.

Teams. Over 19 months we switched teams 3 times, they were truly diverse in
cultural and functional background, location geography, career goals, let alone age
and sex parameters of team members. Because we had to deliver on time while we
were all different and dispersed all over the world we had to learn quickly how to
overcome our dashing egos, opposing views, differing approaches, to recognize
each others’ strengths and cover for each other’s weaknesses when one of us was
slacking for any reason including personal matters. We learnt to play together like
in sport: no matter what happened, which role you played in this particular task,
how stressful life around us was and how impossible the ever-changing goals were
we brought the common victory.

Announcing the 2005
Jessup International

Moot Russian National
Champions

On February 12, 2005, two teams of
talented law students faced off in the
Russian National Rounds of the Jessup
International Moot Court Competition.  Each
team argued for 45 minutes on opposite sides
of a case involving international
environmental law and piracy.  At the end of
a very tough round of competition, before a
real judge from the International Court of
Justice, a law professor from Columbia
university, and the Dean of RUDN law
faculty, the winning team was St. Petersburg
State University Law Faculty.    This was
after two days of preliminary competition
against 22 other Russian teams.

The winning St. Petersburg team
members were Sergey Goloubok, Irina

Sergeeva, Sergey Usoskin, Anastasia
Pavluyk and Olga Te.  The runners up, from
MGIMO, were Anastasia Putilova, and
Yakob Werberstaedt, Ksenia Kokareva and
Polina Tulupova.  Next the winners and
runners up will go to Washington, D.C. to
compete in the international rounds.

The Jessup Competition was founded
in 1959 and is administered in nearly 100
countries by the International Law Students
Assocation, a non-profit organization.  It is
the largest and most prestigious moot court
competition in the world.  More that 1,700
students from over 500 law schools
participate every year.  The Russian National
Administrator of the competition is the law
firm of White & Case, Moscow.  For more
information about the competition please see
www.whitecase.ru


